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Who is NUMC: 

We are Christians who are called by 
God to serve the city.  We join the work that 
God is already doing to serve the poor and 
the lost. 

We care about the brokenness, hurt, pain, 
and the people who have no shepherd that 
we see.  

We believe that by the 

power of God through 

His Holy Spirit we can 

do something about it. 
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Dr. Jerry Taylor 

Dr. Jerry Taylor is a recognized expert in 
the field of racial reconciliation, making 
him a perfect 
choice as speaker 
for this year’s 
Urban Ministry 
Conference. An 
associate Bible 
professor at 
Abilene Christian 
University, 
Taylor’s work over 
the years has 
centered around 
resolving racial 
injustice in 
institutions and organizations. He 
combines his Biblical background and 
work with knowledge of marginalization 
to influence organizational change 
inclusive of people of color. This influence 
can be seen through his creation of the 
Racial Unity Leadership Summit, which is 
a national dialogue and workshop series 
on ways in which to racially de-segregate 
churches.  Taylor advocates for racial 
justice by mentoring students and 
through participating in groups such as 
the National Association of Black School 
Educators and the Stone-Campbell 
Dialogue. Taylor has designed and taught 
courses of Jesus: His Life and Teachings, 

Christianity in Culture, Preaching in 

African American Congregations, and 
many others. 

Dr. Jackie Halstead 

Featured speaker Jackie Halstead is the CEO 
of the Selah Center for Spiritual Formation. 
In keeping with the theme of restoration, 
Halstead embodies this word at Selah, 
located in Nashville, TN. The center aims to 
promote an 
understanding and 
experience of God as 
love and to be a 
proponent for joining 
into God’s plan of 
being healing love in 
this hurting world. 
Halstead believes in 
support and 
nurturance of church 
leaders—both clergy 
and laity. Halstead holds a Ph.D and license 
in marriage and family therapy and served 
on the faculty at ACU for 12 years. She 
followed her stint at ACU with posts at the 
Institute for Christian Spirituality and 
Lipscomb University. Her experience in 
marriage and family therapy spans more 
than 30 years – specializing in ministers and 
their families, but what she offers to 
participants in The Urban Ministry realm is 
words and training on your own Sabbath: 
rest and rejuvenation. Halstead speaks 
frequently on contemplative prayer, spiritual 
formation and relationships at both national 
and international venues.  

Pre-Session Poverty 
Simulation 

Kicking off this year’s conference on 
Thursday afternoon is a glimpse into 
hardships our community members face 
every day.  The Poverty Simulation 
Workshop is an in-depth simulation of 
living in poverty. Each attendee is 
expected to provide for family, pay bills, 
work and manage their daily routine 
while living at poverty level. The 
Community Action Poverty Simulation© is 
a tool that organizations use to increase 
awareness about the complexities of 
living in poverty. During a simulation, 
participants role-play the lives of low-
income families, from single parents 
trying to care for their children to senior 
citizens trying to maintain their self- 
sufficiency on Social Security. The task of 
each family is to provide food, shelter and 
other necessities during the simulation 
while interacting with community 
resources staffed by low-income 
volunteers.  

Highland Church of Christ 

Highland Church of Christ will host the 2018 
NUMC. Our theme plays off of its vision: A Resto-
ration Movement. Its goals are to Restore High-
land, Restore Abilene, and Restore the World. 
Highland is located at 425 Highland Ave., Abilene, 
TX 79602. Contact Becky Almanza at becky@high 
landchurch.org. 

Save the date 

NOW! 
Feb. 22, 23, 24 




